
 
 

September 11, 2021 
 

Maryland Department of the Environment  
Water & Science Administration  
Compliance Program  
1800 Washington Boulevard, Suite 420 
Baltimore, MD 21230-1708 
 
Re: Report of Discharge from Sanitary Sewer at the University of Maryland 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
The purpose of this correspondence is to notify the Maryland Department of the Environment 
(MDE) of discharge from the sanitary sewer system at the University of Maryland on February 08, 
2020. This letter is sent in accordance with COMAR 26.08.10.05. 

 
Location: University of Maryland, SCUB 3 Ground Complex, Fieldhouse Dr., College 
Park, MD 20740; 76°56'46.8"S 38°59'20.9"E 

Owner of sanitary sewer:  University of Maryland. 

Receiving water: Paint Branch via MS4 Outfall #003. The receiving Paint Branch is HUC 
Code #020700100202; Class I Waters – Water contact recreation and protection of non-
tidal warm-water aquatic life; no shellfish harvest or public drinking water supply. 

Volume Discharged: Approximately 570 gallons total, of which approximately 430 gallons 
entered a nearby stormwater inlet and 140 gallons infiltrated into the ground.  The 
stormwater inlet discharges to the Paint Branch via MS4 Outfall #003. 

Description of overflow location: The overflow came from a sink hole adjacent to the 
transformer pad on the west side of the SCUB 3 Grounds complex. The overflow ran across 
the grass landscape and into the parking lot to the stormwater inlet.  A portion of the flow 
entered a stormwater inlet. 

Sewer type: Pressure line into a gravity sanitary sewer system. 

Impact on waters of the State: A portion of the overflow (approximately 875 gallons) 
entered the stormwater system via an inlet adjacent to Stadium Drive.  This inlet is 
connected to MS4 Outfall #003 and discharges to the Paint Branch. There was no observed 
impact to the surface water body.  No biosolids were released as a result of the overflow, 
only clear effluent discharged from the impacted manhole. 



Cause of overflow: Break in the pipe of the sanitary owned by University of Maryland. 
Excavation initially began on Tuesday, August 7th to confirm the break in the pipe and 
continued on Thursday, September 9th, to began to make the necessary repairs. The work 
was completed on Saturday, September 11th. 

Date/time overflow began: 09/07/2021 – 09:29 am (approximately)  

Date/time overflow stopped: 09/07/2021 –11:23 am (approximately) 

Steps taken to prevent recurrence: Perform preventative maintenance of sanitary sewer 
system; continue to closely monitor discharges in accordance with the University’s NPDES 
permit and IDDE plan; order and maintain inventory of materials for sewage spill response.   

Measures taken to mitigate impact: At the point of detection, UMD Incident Response Unit 
(IRU) and Pipe Services responded to the scene of a sink hole containing a large volume 
of sanitary liquid and the overflow from the sink hole being discharged at a rate of 
approximately 5 GPM to a stormwater inlet approximately 215 feet downhill to the east. 
send out a representative to evaluate the area immediately.  At 10:12 am a 2” dewatering 
pump was deployed to the sinkhole and quickly dewatered the hole. The discharge was 
rerouted to nearby sanitary manhole adjacent to the sink hole. Flow rates along the hillside 
began to decrease. Full stoppage of the residual flow from the hillside was observed at 
11:23 am. UMD Pipes Services staff began an investigation of all sanitary manholes in the 
area and found no blockages. Currently, UMD Pipe Service is investigating the cause of 
the overflow, which is believed to be a collapsed sanitary line, via excavation. IRU 
broadcasted approximately 15 lbs. of hydrated lime on affected grass landscape and 
hardscapes at 11:25 am. The IRU incident report, along with the photos of the affected 
area, are attached to this report.  

On Thursday, September 9th, 2021, UMD Facilities Maintenance sent out an urgent work 
notification via the UMD Customer Response Center (CRC) notifying the campus 
community that access to the sidewalk adjacent to Fieldhouse Dr, as well as the eastbound 
lane of Fieldhouse Dr, would be closed. This work is in relation to the repairs needed to be 
made to the sanitary line. The email is attached to this report.     

Public notification method: UMD Brian Trest of the IRU contacted Jason Baer and Kaitlyn 
Peterson from the Office of Environmental Affairs, at 10:49 am, concerning the sanitary 
discharge occurring at SCUB 3 Ground Complex. He informed the Office of 
Environmental Affairs a 2” dewatering pump was deployed to the sinkhole and quickly 
dewatered the hole. The discharge was rerouted to nearby sanitary manhole adjacent to the 
sink hole. A message via text and email was sent out to the on-call UMD personnel at 11:04 
am notifying them of the sewage overflow and discharge location and measures being taken 
to mitigate the situation. UMD notified MDE of the incident, by phone, at 01:55 pm on 
09/07/2021 to Evelyn Stavrou at the MDE Hagerstown Office; the Prince Georges County 
Health Department was notified of the incident, by way of the CountyClick 311 reporting 
system, at 02:05 pm on 09/07/2021; the City of College Park was notified at 02:10 pm on 
09/07/2021; a copy of the 5-day report to MDE was posted on the UMD Department of 
Environmental Safety, Sustainability & Risk’s stormwater management website: 



(https://essr.umd.edu/environmental-affairs/stormwater-management) 

Attached to this letter is the IRU report including a photo log and map showing the approximate 
extent of impact.  Please feel free to contact me at 301-405-3163 or jbaer123@umd.edu if you 
have any questions or need any addition information.   
 

Sincerely,  
 

 
 
 
 

Jason L. Baer, REM 
Assistant Director  
Office of Environmental Affairs 
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Incident Report

09/07/2021
Brian Trest IRU1

Location Bldg. & Rm.: North West Corner of SCUB III (392)
Incident Description: Sanitary Release and Sink Hole
Initial Report or Update: Initial Report
IRU Initial Action Taken: IRU 2 & 5 (Tyson & Johnson) responded to a report of a large flood occurring
outside of 392 that was reported by John Spivy of ICA Facilities at 0929. On call plumber, Pipes 21
(Knox) also responded to the scene. Upon arrival, a large volume of suspected liquid sewage was scene
coming from the hillside area NW of SCUB III. The flow rate was estimated to be 5 GPM. IRU 1 (Trest)
responded to the scene to assist. Flow was clear and liquid only in nature with no visible solids. Flow from
the hillside flowed down the roadway and and into catch basin in parking lot "M."
IRU Field Observations: At the top of the hill above PMU-19 SWA 392 a large sink hole was observed
with standing suspected sewage. At 1012 a 2' dewatering pump was deployed to the sinkhole and quickly
dewatered the hole and was discharged into a nearby sanitary MH. Flow rates along the hillside began to
decrease. Full stoppage of the residual flow from the hillside was observed at 1123. Pipes services staff
began an investigation of all sanitary MHs in the area and found no blockages. Contract support from
Flippo has begun to excavate the area.

After flow in area had stopped, 15lbs of agricultural lime was spread on all hard and soft-scapes at 1125.
Currently it is believed that a sanitary line has collapsed but excavation is needed to confirm. No public
notification from FM has been made at this time.
IRU Notifications Made: IRU 1 Notified Rob H., Jason B., Kaitlyn P.
Notes for After Action Report: Monitor area and remove equipment when ready.
Work Tasks linked to this: WT-10528725 PL
Equipment Placed on Site: 2" Pump, 1 50' Hose, MH Barricade.
Incident Pictures:
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Cole Student 
Activities 
Building 

Football 
Team House 

Union Lane 
Parking 
Garage 

Stamp 
Student 
Union 

B 

Smi 

s 

UMD Facilities Management I University of Maryland, □CG.I S, M-NCPPC, MNCPPC, VITA, Esri, HERE, Garmin, INCREMENT P, USG: 

rhermste
Line

rhermste
Polygonal Line

rhermste
Callout
Sidewalk closed

rhermste
Callout
One Lane Traffic - East Bound Lane closure

rhermste
Callout
Barrier and sign - One Lane Traffic (Typical 2 locations)

rhermste
Line

rhermste
Line

rhermste
Callout
Barrier and sign - Sidewalk closed (Typical of 2)

rhermste
Line
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